
Imagine that you are given $50 for your birthday...  
Circle the items that you would buy using only this money.

WHAT WOULD 
YOU BUY?

Activity

Toys $20

Bus card $10

Candy $5

Makeup $15

Movie ticket $10

Toiletries $10

Warm clothes  
$20

Headphones $30

Toilet Paper $5

Socks & undies  
$15

Gaming  
controller $35

Food $40

Blowup pool $25

Shelter for the  
night $35

New shoes $15

Book $5



Now, imagine you have $50 to spend on someone who is homeless...  
Circle the items that you would buy using only this money.

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
` TOUGH CHOICES´

Activity

Toys $20

Bus card $10

Candy $5

Makeup $15

Movie ticket $10

Toiletries $10

Warm clothes  
$20

Headphones $30

Toilet Paper $5

Socks & undies  
$15

Gaming  
controller $35

Food $40

Blowup pool $25

Shelter for the  
night $35

New shoes $15

Book $5



Homelessness

DISCUSSION TIME

Activity

•	 Why did you choose the items you did for yourself?
•	 How did your items differ when you were buying for someone else?

Draw an example of how 
we can help others...

Data sources: Stats NZ, The Borgen Project, The Peoples Project, OneChoice Survey

Homelessness includes:

•	 Being without a shelter

•	 Temporary accomodation

•	 People sharing accommodation,  
or living in uninhabitable housing.

•	 Homelessness in New Zealand is caused by a 
combination of structural factors, like a lack of 
affordable housing and high costs of living, and 
individual issues such as poverty, job loss, and 
poor health

•	 Rising house prices have increased the rate of 
homelessness in New Zealand

•	 House prices have risen faster than wages

•	 In a OneChoice Kiwi Family survey 8 in 10 
worry about house prices while a similar 
number agree that a dream of owning a home 
is no longer attainable

•	 According to the 2023 Census, approximately 
112,496 people in New Zealand (2.3% of the 
population) were severely housing deprived, 
which includes various forms of homelessness.

SVdP tackles poverty in all its forms by giving 
assistance to those in need. We can provide:

•	 Food

•	 Clothing

•	 Support with bills

FACTS ON HOMELESSNESS

HOW THE SOCIETY OF SVdP HELPS

•	 Temporary accommodation

•	 Person to person support


